GEORGE THE THIRD
men whom he meant to overthrow. Two days after landing in
Ireland he dismissed Beresford from his post of First Commissioner
of the Customs. Beresford rushed to London to state his case.
What had he done to warrant such treatment? How could a
Lord-Lieutenant who had only been in Ireland for two days
charge him with ' malversation * ? FitzWilliam's precipitancy-
put die Government in London in a dilemma; and even his
friends found it impossible to defend him against the counter-
attacks of Beresford and his supporters.
But worse was to come. On landing in Ireland FitzWilliam
had received the customary loyal addresses, and among them
were petitions from Catholics and Dissenters begging him to
redress their grievances. His replies were so generously-minded
that all Ireland thought that the promised day of their redemption
was at hand; and Dublin Castle was inundated with petitions
pleading for emancipation. And, with a roar of rage die Prot-
estants demanded FitzWilliam's recall.
It is important to understand FitzWilliam's position. On
leaving England he had apparendy had a long talk on policy with
Portland. The Duke laid it down that the Lord-Lieutenant was
not to introduce a measure of emancipation, or even to allow the
Irish Ministry to do so, because the Government in London were
of the opinion that the time was not yet ripe for such a concession
to the Irish Catholics. On the other hand, if Grattan as the
Catholics' champion introduced a measure of relief FitzWilHam
was empowered to let it be known that the Government in
London was prepared to examine the provisions of such a Bill
and to decide how far it could be supported. In plain language
FitzWilliam was given a mandate to feel his way towards emanci-
pation : he interpreted his instructions as giving Mm the right to
dangle before the Irish Catholics a promise of complete political
freedom.
There was nothing for it but to recall FitzWilliam. The Cabinet
made the decision unanimously, but with considerable regret;
for a project which called for the most delicate handling had been
wrecked by the rashness of an over-zealous Minister. He left
Dublin Casde on March 25th, less than three months after taking
up his residence there; and his departure brought infinite sorrow
to distracted Ireland. It is recorded that Dublin's shops were
shut that day, that men and women put on mourning clothes,
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